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Kashmir World Film Festival

The first edition of 'Kashmir World Film Festival' started on 1st July, 2017 in 

Tagore Hall, Srinagar, Kashmir. The event was first of its kind in the state of 

Jammu & Kashmir.

The festival was organized by Actors creative Theatre (ACT).

We received 68 (Sixty Eight) films for the Festival. The films received were in 

different categories like Feature films, feature length documentaries, Short fiction 

films, short documentaries, experimental films, etc. The films were shortlisted 

and only 20 (Twenty) films were selected for the screening in the Festival. The films 

received were from outside India as well as from all over India including Kashmir. 

After every screening there was an interaction about the film with the film experts, 

film critics and with the directors of the films (whenever they were present).

As part of the festival, ACT also organised a 'Digital Film Making Workshop' for the 

studentsand budding film makers of the valley. The 4 day workshop was held in 

collaboration with FTII and Canon.

Opening Ceremony

The Opening ceremony was graced by the presence of Bollywood Actress Alina 

Mughal, Veteran writer from Delhi Dr. Narender Mohan, Award winning Director 

from Delhi Anwar Jamal, Bollywood Director Hasnain Hyderabadi, DOP cum 

Director from Chandigarh Sarvdeep Singh, Veteran Actor of J&K Kamal Razdan, 

Director Radio Kashmir Humayun Qaisar, Retd. IAS Officer G R Sofi, Secretary / 

Commissioner Higher Education Asghar Samoon. A good number of Film Makers 

of Kashmir, Senior Artists, Art Lovers and students from different colleges / 

Universities were also present. 



 

The highlight of the Opening ceremony was the traditional Kashmiri folk dance 

performed by a local cultural group. The show was compered by Pallab Bose. The 

traditional Kashmiri ‘ISBAND ZAALUN’ (burning of a local herb – which is considered 

as good omen to start something important), was also performed. 

   

 

Four Senior Film Makers from the state – Mr. Ved Rahi, Mr. Yusuf Bhat, Mr. Farooq 

Masudi, and Mr. Mohiuddin Mirza were felicitated. 



The Jury for the Festival comprised of Anwar Jamal and Dr. Narendra Mohan from 

Delhi, Hasnain Hyderabadwala from Mumbai and Sarvadeep Singh from Chandigarh, 

who selected the films to be awarded. 

       

   

1. Do Bheega Zameen    Dir: Bimal Roy   (Mumbai India) 

2. Mirror    Dir: Vega Moqarabi  (Afghanistan) 

3. Shepherds of Paradise Dir: Raja Shabbeer Khan  (Kashmir-India) 

 

1. Waenji Gaash   Dir: Yuaish Firdous  (Kashmir-India) 

2. Kashmir Daily   Dir: Hussein Khan  (Kashmir-India) 

3. The Bitter Truth  Dir: Abdul Rashid Bhat  (Kashmir-India) 

4. Guide     Dir: Vijay Anand   (Mumbai-India)  

 

1. Bhajrangi Bhaijan  Dir: Kabir Khan   (Mumbai-India) 

2. Meeras    Dir: Junaid Rather  (Kashmir-India) 

3. Bokul    Dir: Reema Borah  (Assam-India) 

4. Velvet Revolution  Dir: Nupur Basu, with Pochi  (Cameroon, India,  

      Tamba Nsoh, Sidonie Philippines, USA, 

Pongmoni, Deepika Bangladesh & UK)  

      Sharma, Ilang Ilang      

      Quijano & Eva       

      Brownstein. 

5. In Between    Dir: Paromita Dhar   (Spain) 

 



1. Dangal     Dir: Nitesh Tiwari  (Mumbai-India) 

2. Gunjaa    Dir: Mrinal Dev   (Bihar-India)  

3. Kintsukuroi    Dir: Kaustav Bhattacharya  (Bengal-India) 

4. Cinemawala    Dir: Kaushik Ganguly  (Mumbai-India) 

5. The Coffin Maker    Dir: Veena Bakshi  (Mumbai-India) 

 

1. Gul      Dir: Gul Reyaz   (Kashmir-India) 

2. Lissa Aisha    Dir: Asthma Bseiso   (Jordan & Lebanon)   

3. Kabuliwala     Dir: Tapan Sinha   (Mumbai-India) 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Besides other distinguished guests the closing ceremony of the festival saw the 

participation of eminent personalities like , a renowned and 

award winning writer from Jammu, Bollywood Actor  and FTII Director 

  

     

     



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The List of Awarded films is as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

As part of the festival, ACT also organised a special workshop for the students who 

participated in the Festival. The 4 day workshop was held in collaboration with MERC, 

FTII and Canon. On 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 classes with practical hand on experience was given to 

the students by Gaurav Markan from Canon. The students find these classes very 

useful. On 4
th

 and 5
th 

classes were taken by Prof. Sandeep Shahare and Milind Damle. 

Prof Shahare made a presentation on FTII's new outreach initiative SKIFT (Skilling India 

in Film and Television) and the possibilties for Kashmiri youth to take up various 

courses and jobs related to the film industry. A large number of students, including 

several girls. Prof Damle's lecture on the mechanics of film making was listened to 

with rapt attention by over 60 college and University students. 

A group of more than sixty such film enthusiasts participated on this four day class 

on film production process, The sessions were highly interactive and a large number 

of girl students also attended these sessions.  
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 Kashmir World Film Festival 
kicks off in Srinagar 
ANI  |  Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir) July 3, 2017 Last Updated at 12:02 IST 

  

 ALSO READ 

'Sargoshiyan' becomes first Bollywood film to premiere in SrinagarRising rivers inundate low areas in 
Kashmir, flood in SrinagarFlood-like situation in J&K, Jhelum above danger mark in SrinagarSnowfall 
in Srinagar affects normal activity across valleyKashmir University defers all exams scheduled for Jan 
7, 8 

  

A five day Kashmir world Film Festival began at Tagore Hall, Srinagar, with a purpose to promote the 

film culture and provide a specific platform to the youth of valley in film making and acting. 

The festival is organized by Actors creative Theatre (ACT) an organization working in the Field of art 

Film and literature in collaboration with Media Education research Centre Kashmir university and Film 

and Television institute of India. 

While talking to ANI, chairman ACT and film maker Mushtaq Ahmad Khan said, "Bollywood and 

Kashmir share a very old relationship with each other. They cannot be separated. Kashmir is known 

as photographer's paradise and in the past both Bollywood and International film makers have shot 

their movies in Kashmir." 

Khan feels that this festival has come as a relief to the people of Kashmir as they don't have proper 

sources of entertainment including cinemas or any other medium. 

He also said that by this festival they are trying to involve the youth of Kashmir in film making as it is a 

great field to work in. 

Noted film actress, Alina Mughal, who was also present at the festival feels that "by such initiatives, 

the youth of Kashmir will get a platform to go out and work in this field." 

On this occasion the facilitations were also given to some famous Kashmiri writers and film makers. 

The festival will continue till July 5 at Tagore Hall, Srinagar. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

 



 'Velvet Revolution' wins big at 
Kashmir World Film Festival 
IANS  |  Srinagar July 11, 2017 Last Updated at 12:44 IST 

  

 ALSO READ 

Indian film 'Sexy Durga' wins at Rotterdam film festKashmir World Film Festival kicks off in 
SrinagarSatish Kaushik's film wins at London film festSikkimese film may have world premiere at 
TIFFIndian Panorama to be showcased at 39th Moscow International Film Festival 

  

Documentary film "Velvet Revolution" has bagged the Best Film Award in the Feature Length 

Documentary section at the Kashmir World Film Festival. 

The documentary produced by IAWRT (International Association of Women in Radio and Television) 

is about the challenges that women journalists the world over face in covering conflict regions. 

"The 57-minute documentary 'Velvet Revolution' reinforces that there is no longer a red line when it 

comes to killing of women journalists. Women journalists, like their male counterparts, are also 

increasingly under attack by state and non-state players as they are doing their jobs," Nupur Basu, 

Executive Producer and project director of the documentary, said in a statement. 

"As women, they are exposed to double attacks -- their personal safety is increasingly under threat 

and the attacks on them through social media are getting nastier and misogynistic," Basu added. 

"Velvet Revolution" is a collaboration of six women  

  

 

 
  







Founder & Director
Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan

990 666 9999 | 946 915 0000
Email : kwff.director@gmail.com

website : www.kashmirworldfilmfestival.com
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